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February 27, 2002

Dear Scup Deal er
and Commerci al Vessel Permt Hol der:

The 2002 specifications for the sumrer flounder, scup and bl ack sea
bass fisheries require the National Marine Fisheries Service (NVFS)
to nonitor commercial |andings and to reduce the Wnter | scup
possession limt from 10,000 Ib to 1,000 I b, when 80 percent of the
commercial quota is projected to be harvested.

This letter is to informyou that NMFS has determ ned that 80 percent
of the scup Wnter | commercial quota is projected to be harvested by
March 7, 2002. Therefore, effective 0001 hours March 7, 2002,
fishing vessels issued a Federal noratoriumpermt may not possess
nore than 1,000 Ib of scup. This restriction applies to federally
permtted vessels whether they fish in Federal or state waters.

Scup deal ers and comrerci al vessel permt holders will be
subsequently notified when the Wnter | quota is projected to be
harvested and the fishery is closed to | andi ngs.

Si ncerely,
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f0r' Patricia A. Kurkul
Regi onal Adm ni strator




